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 QUICK! Think of Chattanooga, TN. What comes to mind? Do you immediately think of 

the miles of Riverwalks, the beautiful parks, greenways, easily accessible trails, paddle boarding 

on the river… basically anything that involves being active and getting outside? Yes, me too. 

Chattanooga prides itself on being a natural, eco-conscious, and active community, but that was 

not always the case. Chattanooga has gone from being named by the EPA in 1969 as the “Most 

Polluted City” to twice being recognized as one of the “Best Places to Live” as well as the “Best 

Outdoor City,” and The Trust for Public Land has had a huge part in that turn around.  

 



The Trust for Public Land (TPL) was brought to Chattanooga in 1994 to lead the 

implementation of the Chattanooga Greenways Master Plan. For over 20 years, TPL has helped 

execute complicated and long-term projects like the Riverwalk and the South Chickamauga 

Creek Greenway, leveraging a national legal team as well as TPL-developed best practices in 

park planning and development. The Tennessee office works closely with local governments, 

and even performs park and greenway planning services by contract for the City of Chattanooga. 

Today, the Trust for Public Land’s Tennessee office is focused on fulfilling the vision for 

Chattanooga’s greenway system while working toward getting every Chattanooga within a 10-

minute walk to a park, trail, or green space. 

 

 You know those beautiful greenways by the river in downtown Chattanooga? The Trust 

for Public land completely laid the foundation for those Riverwalks. But wait! There’s more! By 

2019, they hope to have South Chickamauga Creek Greenway completed. Why is that so 



exciting? Because when finished, Chattanooga will have over 20 miles of continuous greenways 

spread out across town. How cool is that? All this work to connect the greenways within 

Chattanooga is a part of an even bigger goal—The 10 Minute Walk Campaign. The TPL believes 

everyone, and they mean EVERYONE, deserves to live no further than 10 minutes away from a 

park or greenway. Studies show that parks are essential to community health which is why the 

TPL is putting such an emphasis on parks, not just in our community, but also nationally. TPL 

has offices all across America; because of this, they are able to use national resources for 

projects that are local.  

 

 The Trust for Public Land has plenty of projects and impact areas that we did not mention 

in this blog. If you are curious about TPL and want to do more research on how their nonprofit is 

impacting your community, check out their website at www.tlp.org/Tennessee and follow them 

http://www.tlp.org/


on social media! Keep scrolling for detailed maps on their five-year vision and their plan for the 

South Chickamauga Creek Greenway. Stay connected and support your Chattanooga nonprofits! 

 



 

 


